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BRITISH CHAMPION, e. 


— 


The Bier St. George and te | 
RAGON. 


GAint Gam for England, one of 
| the nobleſt champions in the | 
world, was born in the city of Co- 
ventry ; his father's name was Al- 
bert, high ſteward of England. As 
- ſoon as he was born he was put under 
| the care of three nurſes, one to give | 
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him ſuck, another to keep him aſleep, | 
and a third to provide him food. But 
there was a wicked enchantreſs, whoſe _ 
name was Calyt, and lived in a cave 
in the middle of a thick wood, and | 
be found an opportunity to Real him J 
from the nurſes, and kept him in this 
cave till he was eighteen years old. 
Then ſhe furniſhed him with a ſtrong 
Twit of: armour, an excellent horſe, 
and the ſharpeſt ſword in the world; 
and he ſet out from the cave to ſeek | 
adventures. | 
He travelled till he came to the 
borders of the kingdom of Egypt, 
. where, meeting with a poor hermit, | 
St. George aſked him, whether he 
mizht 44 lodging for bimſelf and 
his horſe ? Alas! Sir, ſaid the hermit, | 
you ſeem to be a ſtranger in this coun- 


x Wt. 
Fa 


try, and it is very unhappy for you 


a deſperate and terrible Dragon, who | 


* N , 
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that you are: come into it; for the 
whole country is almoſt deſtroyed by 
devours every day a young virgin, in- 
ſomuch that he bath now. deſtroyed 
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All the virgins in the kingdom, except 
the King's daughter only, and ſhe is to 
be ſent to- morrow morning os be de- 
voured by him. 

St. George, as ſoon as 1 heard 
this, was determined, at all events, to 
deliver the king's daughter from the 
Jaws of the voracious Dragon, or to 
loſe his life in the attempt. He ſtayed 
all night in the hermit's cave, and 
Ting early the next morning, he 
buckled on his armour, and mounting, 
| his horſe, he rode towards the 


Dragon was. He had not gone far 
\ before he overtook them leading the 
king's beautiful and amiable daughter 
to the place where ſhe was to be de- 
voured; and addrefling himſelf to the 
princeſs Fair lady, fad be, us a . 


4 


place where the hermit told him the 


| 
0 
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F that ſo-much beauty ſhould beeome.a 


prey to the jaws of a mercileſs Dra- 
gon; I therefore beg that you will go 


back to your father's palace, for I am 


determined either to kill the-Dragon, 
or to luſe my own lite. Sir Knight, 
anſwered the princeſs, I am ſurpriſed 
that a ftranger ſhould ſo generouſly 


hazard his lite for my ſake; but, if 


you are reſolved upon it, I will inſtant- 


ly go back to my father's court, and 

pray for your ſucceſs. | 8 
So ſhereturned to her father's, and 
St. George entered the valley, and 


\ 


advanced towards the cave where the 
Drzgon lay. The Dragon no ſooner 


ſaw him, but he ſet forth ſuch terrible 
roatings, that all the valley ſhook 


with the noiſe. St. George Was not 
at all daunted ; but ſetting ſpurs to 


* 
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The Britih n 
his horſe, ran furiouſly againſt him 


with his ſpear. The ſcales, of the 
Dragon were ſo hard that the ſpear 
Was broken in a thouſand pieces, and 
the Dragon fought ſo furiouſly with 
his wings and his tail, that St. George 

had much ado to fit upon his horſe. 
At laſt the Dragon openiüg his wide 
mouth, was juſt going to devour both 
St. George and his horſe; but St. 
George tutning nimbly about, thruſt 
- his ſword down his throat, and pierced 


him through the heart, ſo that he fell 
- down under his horſe's feet. Then 


alighting from his horſe, he cut off the 
head of the Diagon, and fixing it on 
the point of the broken ſpear, he car- 
ried it in triumph to the king's court, 
where great rejoicings were made. 


F The fair princeſs, whom he had * | 


i 


1 liver 


this «< 


a Gia 


after 
wedl, 


| livered from death, was overjoyed at 


Ja diamond ring of great value, and 
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this conqueſt. She preſented him with 


after ſome time gave him her hand in 
wedlock. 3 | 
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J. Story of Fanny. FRIENDLY ans 
tie MERCHANT, 
| A Merchant in the city of London 
having taken a fifty pound note 
at the bank, and looking at it as he 
came from thence, was ſuddenly over- 
taken by a gentleman whom he had 
not ſeen. for ſome time, and being} [= 
eager to ſpeak to him, put the note in} 
his coat-pocket, and walked forward, ce if 
talking to his friend; ſoon after havingſput h 
occaſion to pull out his handker-|, lou 
chief, (forgetting the bank- note) bef,,,;. 
drew that out with it, which a young The 
lady perceiving, picked it up, any, upon 
upon examination, ſoon diſcovered is not - 
value; ſhe followed the gentleman toſ to kn 
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note . 0 
as he q 
over- j 
being „ 
ote inf} * þ 
ward, ſ ee if he would recollect his miſchance; | 
ing but he not taking any notice, making * 
der- a low curtſey, ſhe afkced if he had not 4 
e) he dropped ſomething out of his pocket? x 
ung The manner of her accoſting him won 


, 
/ 


Am upon the gentleman's attention; who, 
ed ik not immediately recollecting, begged 
an toſ to know why ſhe ſhould aſk him that 
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_ queſtion ? Sir, ſaid the young lady, I 
Was walking behind you, when, in 
pullingout your handkerchief, yoo, at 
the ſame. time, drew out this note 
and added, I am ſure, Sir, it is your 
property, as I ſaw it fall from your 
pocket. The gentleman, greatly plea- 
_» fed with the young lady's honeſty and 
behaviour, deſired to know how old 
ſhe was, aſked her name, where ſhe 
lived, and of what buſineſs her father 
was, and minuting it down in his 


| pocket - book, wiſhed her a good day; 


and, I doubt not, was as much pleaſed 
with the genteel behaviour of this 
young lady, as with having the note 
returned. However, we will leave 
him and return to the young Jady. 


She went home, and related all that 


had paſſed between the gentleman and 


berſe! 
when 
callec 
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perſelf to her father and mother; 3 


when they heard it, embraced bar, and 
called her their deareſt angel: What- 
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ever you do, ſaid her father, never be 
guilty of a diſhoneſt action, how great 
{ever the proffered advantage; but 
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titude you have ever trod, ſo ſhall we 
in our old age be bleſſed in our child. 
- Three days had already elapſed, be- 
fore any thing happened to ſignify 
tidings. of the merchant; but he being 


4 


, and above ſuffering ſuch a ſpeci- 
We? men of honeſty to go unrewarded,/ 


| tion 


— 


Feontinue to walk in that path of rec« 


a mau of noble and benerous diſpoſi- 
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recs. | fent on the fifth day a parcel directed * 
we | to Miſs Fanny Friendly, containing 
mild, a large piece of the richeſt ſilk, and a | 
be“ letter, in which was incloſed a twenty 
nify | pound bank note. | The contents of 
eing | the letter were as follow ; | | 


Mi iſs Friendly, þ 
n juſtice ta your exalted merit |þ 
and virtue, herewith you will receive a— 
piece of filk, 4 bank note of twenty 
pounds, and if you will leave your name || 
at Mrs. Draper's in Ludgate fleet, 
'a ſuit of linen ſhall be made and , 
. to your taſte. 
remain, 
ot amiable totes: 


Yours, 


— 
* | 1 
24 
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She went the next day and left her 

name as directed by the letter, and 1 inf en 

a week a handſome ſuit of linen was“ Vi 
ſent home; which ſhe now wears as af} an 
| diſtingviſhing mark of the merchant's l PF 
gratitude, and het own honeſty, Sce + 

how pretty ſhe e in Ber new 

erels. 
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and to that, end we mult not fail to 


Thus, my little readers, will every 
one find the bleſſings that reſult from 
Virtus, provided we walk in her paths; 


pray to Goo for his 112 and protec- 
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tion. Hear what a learned man has ö 
laid o on that ſcore : Before we enter | 1 
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| 8 % on worldly buſineſs, or common 


„ amyſements of life, let us be cateſul 


. to conſecrate the fruits of the day, 


* and the very beginning of our 
© thoughts to the ſervice of God.“ By 


+ theſe means you will have your own 
natural diſpoſitions bent to every thing 
That is good, and become the delight 
of all the ladies and gentlemen in the 
kingdom. Remember whac a much, 

admired Poet ſuggeſts to the purpoſe, 

with which 1 ſhall conclude this ſtory. 


"$6-J hat can fo well illume the active 


mind © 
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0 


mon 
celul 
day, 


PHE laſt time I bad the pleaſure - 


country, was in the delightful month 
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RURAL HAPPINESS; 4 
oli, OR, THE | 5 
Pleaſures of a Country Life. 


By A YOUNG LADY. 


of - viſiting my friends in the q 


of May when Nature has ſo many 
charms to pleaſe us. I have read, in 
ſome of my little books, of the ſplen- 
dour and magnificence of ' courts; | 
but, if I recollect right, I have like- _ # 
wiſe read, that happpineſs there con- 
ſiſts only in F Town Ti | 


- 
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ſhould like to be a fine lady; but then 


I would wiſh to be happy too. : 

Duet ing my ſhort ſtay in the coun- 

try, my mamma took me with her 
e ny NL if Mit i 0 
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wherever ſhe went. Sometimes we 


viſited people of the firſt quality, 
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en where 1 obſerved there was ſo much 

f formality and ceremony, that 1 dared 
* not to eat ſo much as 1 choſe of the 
er nice tarts and cuſtards which I there 


| met with. My mamma would often 

| ſay to me, on our return home, ** I 

| am glad, my dear child, to find 
that you can, upon occaſion, fix 
„ bounds to yaur appetite, and your 
«« deſite for novelties ; though I do 
' | © not wholly approve of the cere- 
ö * moniaus teſtraints which are prac- 
a tiſed in moſt polite companies, yet 
your behaviour on this occaſion 
I convinces me that you have learned, 
«even in your early years, how pro- 

„ perly to confirm yourſelf to others, 

©. in matters of no great conſe- 
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At other times we viſited thoſe 
enchanted villages which ſurrounded 
the habitation of my parents. One 
evening we paſſed thro' a little place, 
where the houſes were no better than 
; huts, not one of them, except that in 


* * 
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Which the clergyman lived, 3 2 
brick in them. 1 expected to find 
the inhabitants in as wretched a ſitu- 
ation as thoſe I have read of, where 
giants and witches teſided, who de- 
vour every thing wherever they 
come. I was however very r 
miſtaken. 


— p p — 
* 
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"vw our war to this village, we Ind gla 
croſſed over the moſt delightiul mea- Pitants 


5 dows, covered with innumerable nuſic, 


flocks and herds, Which were taken 
care of by ſhepherds and ſhepherdeſſes, 
who appeated as innocent as the FRM 
flocks themſelves; the ſwains, ſeated "—_—- 
"by the ſides of young women, were 
tuning their pipes.to the moſt harmo- 
niuus und plcaling ſounds, Which were 
greatly beightened by the concert of 
innumerable birds, compoſed of larks 
in the air, nightingales, linnets aud 
eoldfinches in the buſhes, and black- 
birds and thrüſhes, Which hoppe! 
from twig'to/twig. On one fide of 
us ran mutmacing ſtreams, while 
the ather opened to gut view wide 
extending proſpects ; and, when we | Suc 
. reached the village, nothing but joy life! 


Traſs, a 
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we nd gladneſs were ſeen, the inha- 
ca- pitants either dacing to their ruſtic: 
vie þ uſic, or fitting in circles on the 
cen prafs, and converſing together. 
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we | Such were the delight aa » 
wy life when my mamma finding me 
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diſengaged for a few minutes, thus 
ſpoke to me: You fee,” my dear 
little daughter that happineſs is 


«© confined to no particular ſpot: it 


te is every where to be found, if we 


„will but take the trouble to ſeek it; 


<< and believe me, we have not far to 
© 50 for it, ſince it lies within our- 
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{{ ſelves. Do not deſpiſe thoſe wha 
& live in a poor and humble ſituation 
* for they often enjoy that peace and 
6 ſerenity of mind which is frequent - 
% ly unknown to people in exalted 
& ſtations. Here every thing is peace 
© and quietneis; for they have no de- 
« ſire beyond the real neceſſaries of 
$© if], | F hey reap the fruits of thoſe 


6 toils and labours, in the gratifica- 


„ tion of every thing which is in 
« itielf plain, ſimple and frugal. 
* want of gilded carriages and nu- 
* merous attendants give them no 
* uncafineſs : they eat When their 
„ appetites call for it, they lie down 
«© when they are weary, they riſe 


«© with the ſun to purſue their labour, F 


«and, when that is. finiſhed, they 
$$ anal themſelves in the manner 
| — 


The 
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you now fee. They even loc 
* down wich pity upon thoſe ,pcop! 

«© who make their lives miſerable 1. 
6d Fongnalty wiſhing for, more.” 


Fe How happy is the harinleſs country maid 
Il bo, rich by Nature, ſcorns ſuper flu 
* ous nid! 
Ii/boſe modelt” claths no. wanton” ey: 
invite, 


But, like, her ſeul, proferver the native 


| white: + 
Il boſe little flore ber well taught min, 
des pleaſe, 


+; Net p 'nch'd2with want, nor cly'd 4 10 %% 


twanton eaſe : 


l, N from „ which on thi 3 


great ones fall, 


Makes but few wiſhes, and, enjoys 


de een all, 
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cop! | THE | 
lei FAIRY PRESENT; 

IX on, THE BISTORY OF * 
maid 


rfl MISS KITTY GRACEFUL. 
KITTY (Graceful was the only 


daughter of Vir. Wiůhiam Grace- 
ful: Mrs. Gracfal died when her 
daughter was but two yeats old. 
. As her young and tender age in- 
creaſed, ſo did ber love to virtue and 
„charity. | 
It-was her coaſtant bollasltx6 1 


1 
rt ber por neighbours, and give them 
A victualz and ntoney, Suns J 

ö Be ſides, the was ſo Jutifal 0 e i 
oy i1 
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| Papa, that ſhe obtained the greateit 
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character a young lady in this world 

can have; aud iy hope all the little 

girls who read this pretty hiſtory will 

| 25 Kitty Graceful's example. 

When ſhe arrived at the age of fif- 

teen, her father gave her a Diamond 
King; and when you are as good as 
the was you ſhall have one too. 


ju i" 


ip! JB, it; 
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Miss Kitty had many ſweethearts, 


but ſhe. carefully avoided their on 
pany, becauſe ſome of them were wil 
Kitty's father had a very fine coun- 
try houſe, built on a little 
the ſide of a large plain, at the extre- 


mity of which was the caſtle of the 


F airy Virtue. 
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One day Mr. Graceful calls to 
Kitty, (who was watering ſome 
ſhrubs in the garden) and ſays, 
Well Kitty, my lovely gicl, ſhall you 
and I take a trip to our countty- houſt 


Mn 
[Amy 
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for two or three months? Juſt as you 
pleaſe, papa, fays ſhe; Any thing 
bo the world that I can do to oblige 


or, Honour Rewarded. 725. ; 
you, my deareſt father, it is but (peak- | 


ing the word, and I'll obey. 
There's a 8000 girl, ſays he, your 


dutiful obedience: pleaſes me. Your ] | 


love to me, Kitty, firſt induced me 
to make you a preſent of the Diamond 
Ring. It was given me by the 
Fairy Virtue, who told me I thauld 
have a daughter ſo good and virtuous, 
that ſhe Wes be the pleaſure of my 
old aye. : 
* "There was a duriful lady for you; 


and 1 hope my little readers will! 


learn afid fake a pattern by her ami- 
able example. 

Kitty ſoon packed up her cloaths, 
and the chaife being ready, they ſet 


off, aud ſoon arrived at their pleaſant 
„„ 


* ..# 
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retreat, from all the cares of a oily 
town. 


n —— 


The clock ock ſeven as they 
entered the houſe, and, being a little 
Fatigued, after a {mall repaſt they re- 
tired to Job: 8 5 
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On the morrow morning as ſoon 
ly as it was light, Kitty was up, and | 
7 calling to her maid, Betty, ſays ne, 
we'll] take a walk along the plain this 
pleaſant morning. do away they 
went, and who do you think it was 
their fortune to meet? Why, it was 
Prince Frederick, on a fine horſe. 
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' The Prince on meeting Kitty was 
truck with amazement at her great 
beauty, (and now was the time that. 
F Kitty's heart was enſlaved”) After 


E a little looking on both ſides, the 195 
Prince thus began: | | fro 
In what land have you lived, that yo 

the fame of your beauty ſhould never 11 

r A 138 2s he 


0 *d. 


compliments fly, and 
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a8 yet have reached my eats "UN 
Seek not, Sir, fays ſhe, for beauty, 
for it decays ; but one that has a vit- 
tuous ſoul is an invaluable jewel. | 
Ah! Madam! true wiſdom 0. "MN 
from your, tongue! Who can behold 
you, and not love! Three years have 


{ deen ſeeking for a lady who has in 


her poſſeſſion the Diamond Ring; che, 
by the deſtinies, is to be mine; and 


I moſt heartily pray the good Fairy 
* Virtue that you may be the lady, and 
then ever bleſſed be the ſtars for di- 


recting me this way. 

Ob! Sir, (ys Kitty, how your 
ttefy bears 2 b: 
part, 


Not at all, Madam ; - Tam all ſin- f 


cerity, aud hate Nattery. 


S4 
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I hope, Sir, ſays ſhe, you ſpeak 
the truth: but to truſt you with, a 
EF ſecret, it is I that have got the Dia- 
3 mond Ring. FLY . | * 
By this time Mr. Graceful was 
come up to them, and there was no- 
thing but bowing and ſcraping ; for 
Mr. Graceful knew the Prince, but 
Kitty did not, for ſhe had never ſeen 
him before. | | 


- 7 


arrived at Mr. Graceful's houſe, 
- Where the Prince took his leave, and 
- promiſed to return on the morrow, 
„As ſoon as he was gone, Mr, 

Graceful went into his library, and 


per time, which was his uſual cuſ- 
PT... 3 


| 
{ 


Talking of various matters, they 


amuſed himſelf with reading till ſup- 
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According to promiſe, the Prince 
5 came the next morning, and, after a 
| little diſcourſe, Mr. Graceful begged 
| the Prince to favour him with a re- 


cital of his adventures. With all my 
heart, fays the Prince, and thus be- 
ben: | 


- 42 The Brithh Champion; 

- - Good Sir, when on my travels, 

about three years ſince, our ſhip was 
_ overtaken. with a tempeſt, and we 


were driven upon an land, which, 
upon inquiry, I found was called the 


Iſland of Plenty, and governed by the 


airy 


repair 
buildi 
as I 

grove 


tall w 
Fe: 
the F 
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vels, Fairy Virtue. While the ſhip was 
Was Brepairing, I walked to look at the 
| we buildings about the court. One day 
| fas I was walking in an adjacent | 
grove, I laid down to repoſe, but a 
tall woman appear'd, and | awoke. in 
Fear not, Prince, ſays ſhe; lam #3 
the Fairy Virtue; I know who you 
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are, and am acquainted with all the} © 
- paſſages of your paſt life; likewiſe Is. 2t | 
know the adventures you will meeſwhat 
with before you arrive at your fa 
ther's Kingdom; but I am not uf 
fered to tell you any of them; onl 
let this ſuffice, that if you remai 
conſtant in fome misfortunes whic 
will befal you, and lead a virtuous 
ſober life, then, in about three years 
time, you ſhall find a lady who ha 
in her poſſeſſion the Diamond Ring ; 
ſhe, 'by the deſtinies, is to be your's. 
Here | give you a ſword; while you 
keep it no one can overcome. you. 
I will order a guard to conduct you 
out of this iſland, You will never} .. 
ſee your ſhip again, for not half an] In 
hour ago it drove out to ſea, and now fight 
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ul the 
wiſe Is at the bottom. Mind, Prince, 
meet hat I have ſaid. | Farewel. 
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| een the vaniſhed out of 
— f ght; and 1 found myſelf on a large 
riſing ground, ſurrounded with arm- 
80 ea eu Were 7 guard for 
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' the preateſt part of the day. To- 


wards the evening, the captain turned 
to me and ſaid, , Sands I muſt now 
leave you: half a mile further, and 
you will find a horſe, which you muſt 
mount, it is deſigned for you by my 


good lady the Fairy. So, Prince, 
| J 


G | 
After I had walked about a mile, a 
lately horſe preſented itſelf to me. 


I immediately mounted, and rode on 


or, Honour Rewarded. 4 
til it began to grow dark, and then 


I tied my torſeto a tree, and laid me 
down to fleep. * 

About break of day 1 awoke and 
mounted my horſe. *After a'ride of 
near two hours, I thought 1 faw eat 
a diſtauce à large building; when 


I came neater, I found it was a great 


and won aderful bigh caſtle. As K was 
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kx viewide: it, there iſſued out a great 
and monſtrous giant, who aſked me 
WF what was my buſineſs there, and lift- 
ing up his club, he thought to have 
felled me to the ground, but, turning 
my horſe ſhort, | nimbly avoided the 
blow, and, before he could recover 
his club, I thruſt my ſword into the 
middle part of his belly: he fell to the 
ground, and with a few Won 
groans expired. I then took his k 
that hung at his girdle, opened the 
doors, and releaſed a great number of 
unhappy captives, who on their knees 
thanked me, and prayed a bleſſing 
might attend me to my journey's end. 

1 leit them to do with the caſtle 
as they pleaſed, and ſet forward on 
my journey. When I had travel- 
led: * three 33 3 behel9, 
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reat | under a fine ſpreading tree, one a of - 
| me || the brighteſt beauties, to my think= || 
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ing, that ever the ſun ſhone on. Stay, li 
Prince, ſaid ſhe, and follow me, I am 
queen, and as to make you the | 


go The Britfh Campion: 


happieſt of. N I was going to 
her; my virtue began to totter ; but 


3 ſomething like a ſilent monitor ad- 


Viſed me not to follow her, and then 
| happily I recolleRed the advice which 
the Fairy had given me, and turni 
my horſe” s head, 1 PI my jour- 


vs 
| T rode on ein it began to grow 
dark; then, according to my uſual 
\, cuſtom, after recommending Myſelf 
to Providence, I laid down under 2 
ſhady tree, and fel! #fleep, When | 
Tawoke in the morning, I was ter- 
ribly pres to find myſelf in a dun- 
n. After lamenting my 'piteous 
caſe for ſome time, a Door opened, 
and 1 ſaw the ſame beautiful lady I 
had before ſten on the road. Prince, 
- ſays ſhe, the love 1 have for you | 


% . 
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made me command you to be brought 
hither; if you conſent to be mine, 
wealth and honour you ſhall enjoy; 

if you refuſe my kind offer, you muſt 
expect my juſt reſentment: and, by a 

wave with her hand, there appeared 
this frightful picture. 
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I, with ome warmth, replied, 
.No, Madam, threats never daunted. 
me, nor never ſhall, I am in your 


power, at the preſent time, but 


true virtue always meets with a de- 
livery. 5 5 2 | 
| And do you add threats? ſad ſhe, 
With a hery. look; you ſhall repent 

your preſumption. She then left 
the room. F 

I now found. myſelf plunged in a 
labyrinth, and how to get out I could 


not determine: | 


After ſhe was gone, there appear- 
ed before me two women, one of 
whom accoſted. me in the following 
words: Prince, ſays ſhe, I loye 
“ you for your ſteady virtue. Hear- 
ken not to the deluſions of that 

e falſe woman. My ſiſter gave you 
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e ſword, make uſe of it, and you 
ec will be delivered. ' Your troubles 
% are now almoſt at an end.“ When 


ſhe had thus ſpoken, ſhe. ow 


peared. | 

directly drew my ſword; upon 
which a dreadful noite began; and 
there entered ſeveral black men with 
ſwords in their hands, and ſhie!ds on 


Vo 


their arms. , 
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I directly fell to cutting and flay- 
ing, and made a dreadful havock. 
Immediately it began to thunder, the 
priſon and all were gone, and I found 
myſelf under the tree where I flept 
When was conveved away. By 
the direction of an old hermit, who 
was ſtanding by me, I found my 


RE omg — 


way to my father's kingdom. Theſe 


ate the principal adventures I met 


with in my travels. 

1 find by ſore words Which you 
good daughter hath ſpoken, that ſhe 
hath in her poſſeſhon the Diamond 
Ring. She is the perſon allotted for 
me by Providence; and if you, 1 
Sirz have no objection, you will, 
flatter myſelf, give your conſent 


to my elpouling the lovelieft of 


women. tk "Ig 1 
thank your Highneſs, ſays Mr. 


Graceful; tor the honour you con- 


fet on nie by demeaning yourſelf to 
- marry my daughter, who is ſo much 
your inferior in birth, ——=I freely 
give my conſent. n 
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All that remains is 
„ that th 
Prince was matried to Mils Kur 
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| Maſter Wantthought. 


MEN WANTTHOUGHT 
| was the ſon of a gentleman of 
moderate fortune He was a re- 
markable lively youth, poſleſſed of 
great ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, and | 
ſhewed a very ſtrong attachment to 
thoſe who had the care of him. He 
had no faults that proceeded from 
the heart; but his ſpirits were fo 
high, that — frequently wanted 
reſtraint. 


: 
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This livelineſs prevented his mak- I ble pt 
ing any progrels in learning. He cle of 


had quick parts, but did not improve 
them by application, The ſlighteſt 
difficulty diſcouraged his farther at- 
tempts, and his inattention was fre- 
quently miſtaken for ſtupiditiy. His 
father and mother took all imagina- 


raged 
made 
play. 
other 
fied 
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nak - ble pains to make pleaſure the vehi- 
He cle of inſtruction, but Were diſcou- 
raged by the little advancement he 
made. He wiſhed to be always at 
play. He was reſtleſs, diſturbed 
others, and was generally diſſatiſ- 
fied with himſelf. His parents en- 
deavoured to make him ſenſible, in 
the moſt familiar manner, that idle- 
neſs is the ſoil in which every vicious 
weed ſprings up and choaks the ſeeds 
of virtue. . 
It is ſurpriſing that children ſhould 
difregard the advice of their friends, 
ove but thoſe who are diſobedient general- 
teſt ly meet with their deſert in the end. 
At. would therefore admoniſh you to be 
re. directed by your parents, and then 
His you will never do wrong, | 
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Maſter Wantthought ſtole out one || degte 
afternoon, unknown to his parents, || ports 
ad and entered into a game at nine - pins interr 
with ſome children he found there, Jof ih 
See how merrily they are all at it. he w 


\ His beedleſſneſs, however, had 
prevented him from acquiring any 
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* one || degree of excellence even at theſe 


ents, || ſports. The boys, finding him an 
pins || interruption, at laſt turned him out 
lere. | of the company, his heart was full, 

he went and fat down at a ſhop door, 
and burſt into tears. The woman of 
the houſe came up to him. What, 
Mafter W antthought, (ſaid the) are 
you rambled from home? Come, 
in a moment, let us hear what is the 
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matter, and I'll ſtep home with you. 


„They won't let me play with them, 
fanſwered he, with a butſt of indig- 
nant grief) and I think I can play as 
well as they, Lam ſure I play as much 
as any boy, and therefore I muſt know 
how to play.” | 2h 
<< ] believe it would be better for 
you if you played leſs, Sir, (ſaid the 
good woman)----I never heard any 

body ſpeak of your reading your 
 book--- There: is à proper time for 
all things--- Thoſe boys have been at 
ſchool; and learnt their leſſons be- 
fore they went to play.”----*< I am 
lure. all of them han't, (replies he) 
--« There is Sam Hodge and Dick 
Jann, they _—_ learn to _ 7 
they do nothing but play.“ You 
are very much miſtaken, Maſter, 


— 
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(aid the old woman) thoſe boys 
help their father to pull turnips, 


and their mother to ſpin!---Only 


think of John Shaw, he was never 
taught to work, nor yet to go to 
church, and therefore, as he was 

oor, he learned to ſteal, and at laſt 
came to a bad end. Poor people's 
children are made uſeful, and I am 
ſure rich ones were not born to do 
nothing, though they have different 
employments. It is expected that 
Mafter Wantthought ſhould be able 
to read bettet than Sam Hodge, or 
Dick Jackſon; but it has been whiſ- 
pered in my ear, that Maſter Want - 
thought can't read at all.“ | 

Tbe boy was really abaſhed. ——- 
Let me go home, dame, (ſaid he) 
can go by myſelf:“ ſhe went home 
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with him, | however ;---as he paſſed 
the boys, they called out, 


„O what a thing it is to fay, 4 8 
That boy can neither read nor play.“ 


He tried to bide himſelf behind 
Mrs. Portley.. The good woman 
told his mother what had happen- 
ed.---Mrs. Wantthought hoped for a 
good effect from it, but dared not 
expect it. The next morning, when 
ſhe went into his chamber, ſhe found 
him with a book in his hand, and 
he was aſking his elder brother 
ſome queſtions. She was much 
. Pleaſed and did not interrupt him. 
After breakfaſt he aſked her to let 
him read, telling her, he was ſo ri- 

diculed the night before, for not be- 
ing able to read nor 1 well, that 
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Ted be was reſolved not to be idle any 
more. He continued to give ſuch 
attention to his books, that he foon 
leſſened all difficulties, and he endea- 
youred to excel in playful exerciſes as 
well as in learning, which made him 
be reſpected by the better kid of pe- 
pe, who 3 viſite him. 
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A year or two aſter, his father be- 
came acquainted with a Baronet, and 
Maſter Wantthought was invited to 
paſs a day with his ſon. He went, and 
was ani zed at the grandeut and opu- 
lence of every apartment, and could not 
help thinking, that where there was 
fo much maznificence, the!e muſt be 
a vaſt deal of happineſs, He looked 
up to Maſter Nevill as to a being of 
2 ſuperior order. His joy was in- 
creaſed at the fight by the variety of 
diſhes at table, "He had been uſed to 
eat only one kind of meat. He 
wanted to taſte of every thing he faw, 
and yet, when he had begun with one 
diſh, he was unwilling to teſign it 
for another : while the maſter of the 
family could not help holding up his 
band with aſtoniſhment at his eatipg 
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fo heartily, and the other two young 
gentlemen beheld him with no lets 


„onder. We 
Alter dinner, inſtead of being 


6 Wah: and fit as uſual for a walk, he 


% 


found himſelf Bb and diſpirited. 


He had eaten ſuch a variety that when 
the deſert appeared, he had no reliſh 
for it. Maſter Edward Nevill ſoon 

"FE, | 
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defired him to leave the company, 


and take a walk with him. By de- 


grees his ſpirits returned, but, when 
they were called in to tea, he felt 
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much leſs inclination for rich cake he 
ſaw prepared, than towards his uſual 
food. The young gentleman, in 2 
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ſhort time, returned his viſit; but the 
' behaviour of the younger fon troubled 
him exceedingly, 

Mr. W antthought's houſe and gar- 
dens were perfectly neat and con- 
venient, though not grand not ele- 
gant. Maſter Edward Neill declared 
the apartments were ſcarcely fit to ſleep 
in; there was no toom to breathe, 
They both, however, eat very heart- 


F 


ily of the genteel dinner piovided for 


them, and ſeemed not to regret the 


delicacies and variety of their own | 
table. After their wholeſome repaſt 


was ended, they walked into the 


garden. 
Mr. Steady, the tutor of the young 
pentleman followed them. Maſter 


| :dward would not be drawn from 1 


E 3 
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the fruit trees, therefore bis brother 
and Maſter Wantthought walked on 
Wi hout him. 

„ am afreid, Sir, ſaid the latter, 
you have Sade a very indiſteient 
dinner — You are not ufed to live 
in ſuch a manner as we do You 
won't come to fee me any more, 1 


doubt.“ Indeed but 1 will, Mal- 
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ter Wantthought, anſwered the other, 
with a good natured ſmile, and an 
affectionate ſhake by the hand: what 
do you. think 1 can't dine without 
two couiſes ? I never paſt a day more 
agtecably than this,” What 
net at home, in your charming houſe. 
Sir,” {aid he, and where y: Utiaveſuc 
a plent of every thing you can with 
for? Y ou muſt be vattly 3=ppier thai 
we ac. 7 

Maſter Nevill ſmiled. He was ſe. 
veral years older than Maſter Want- 
thought, had a good natural under- 
ſtanding, improved by diligent ap- 
plication, and he had been accuſtom- 
ed to keep the beſt of company, He 
had in conſequence acquired great 
ceaſe of manners, with a becoming 
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preſenee of mind: he had à natural 
politeneſs, which flowed from the 
benevolence of his heart, „Can 
you really think, my dear maſter 
Wantthought, that I am happier than 
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you, becauſe I have a finer coat, a 


larger houle, and a greater varicty | 
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ef diſhes at table? I have been 
taught to thank Providence for every 
initance of his bounty, and I endea- 
vour to imitate my parents in meKing 
the beſt uſe of the grandeur and 
opulence 1 poſſeſs. It is indeed a 
moſt delightful power to relieve mi- 
ſery, and to promote happineſs; but 
you can enjoy this ſatisfaction as well 
as myſelf, and if not in an equal de- 
gree, you have no more reaſon to 
complain than I have, fince where 
leſs is given leſs is required; and from 
thoſe who rcceive more than we, 
more will certainly be expeCted.” 

Hou talk vaſtly well, Sir,” an- 
ſwered Maſter Wantthonght, “ but it 
is a charming thing to do juſt as we 
pleaſe; to read when we like, and 
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to play; to walk, or rie, or fiſh, juſtpegul. 
as we chooſe.“ Mr. Steady nawpzments 
joined them. lle heard Maſter Geadir 
Wamthought, and ſmilin g. hen nuſic 
any perſon ple aſes to do what is tigbt, Þn tu. 
ſaid he, **the:e i nodanger in his pur- hat | 
ſuing bis own inclinations, but young every 
people ate generally happieſt when 
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hey are under the direction of their 
arents, or ſome experienced perſon; 
nd as to walking, riding, fiſhing, &c. 
hey are very agreeable amuſements; 
ut they were never deſigned for the 
zulineſs of our lives. —If youth is the 
ime in which we are moſt capable 
of enjoying pleaſure, it is alſo the 
eaſon in which we muſt ſow the 
eeds of inſtruction, if we expect to 
eap the fruits of improvement My 
apil always pailes his mornings in a 
egular ſucceſſion of uſeful employ- 
rents: Writing themes, letters, 
eading, Latin exeiciſes, French, 
nuſic, drawing, &c. are each taken 
n turn, and he enjoys every ftudy 
hat tends to make him iter, and 
very accompliſhmcat that can ren» 


a” 


13 — II 


76 The Briiiſʒ Champion ; 


der him more agreeable, and in conqqhey 1 
ſequence more uſeful,“ Pr ten 
„% You ſeem, my dear Maſtejyrm, 3 
Wantthought, (added Maſter Nevillng hi 
to think it an happy circumſtance t 
be able to eat of a great variety 
when, I aſſure you, my mother al 
ways makes it a general rule to dine 
upon one diſh of meat, as moſt ſalu 
tary to health, I ſuppoſe ſhe prac 
tiſed ſome ſelf denial at firſt, but he 
health required it, and cuſtom ha 
now made it not only eaſy but pre- 
ferable,” ——*< Her enjoyments, ſaid 
Mr. Steady, are not thoſe peculiar to 
a dignified ſtation ; but ſuch as ate 
the eaſy and natural gratifications o 
every rational mind.” er or 
As they were talking, they drewſead, 
near the court- yard gate, from whence f pai 


n con hey ſaw a pretty little girl of nine 
Pr ten years old, with a baſket on her 
Maſteſhrm, and a poor man, who was relt- 


\evillfng himſelf, 
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NS CY Mafter Wantthought aſked her how 

er grandmother did. —She ſhook her 
drewſhea „and anſwered ſhe was very full 
henceſpf pain, and ſhe doubted never would 
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be better z—then, after making: a o 
curtſey, walked on. f 
Maſter Nevill inquired wit Was 
the matter with her grandmother, and 
was told by Maſter Wantthought that 
ſhe had a cancer in her breaſt, which 
was extremely p inful, and it was 
thought would ſoon occaſion her 
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death; that it was become exceed- 
ingly- offenſive; that her neighbours 
did not know how to be with her, or 
aſſiſt her; that the“ mother of this 
liitle girl, who have lived with the 
friends of her deceaſed h:fband, and 
been provided for {as well as her 
hild; by them, on beating her mo- 
the: '; depl: rable ſituation, left them 
immediately, and devoted hei ſelf tothe 
care of her poor parent. The child 
alſo begged ſhe might go ,with her 
mother, thar ſhe might ſpin, knit, and 
ſew for them both; and that ſhe was 
the moſt ind ofttious creature cf her 
pre in the village. 

- The young gentleman called her 
back, and gave her ſomething for 
er grandmother, Mr. Steady aſked 
er, if ſhe did not wiſh herſelf again 


16 The Britifh Cham ion; 

with her father's friends, and if ſhe 
had not been happier with them. — 
«© What, and leave my grandmorher ? 
poor dear: ſoul | (faid the innocent) 
no, | am ſute that my mother and I 
would work our fingers to the bone, 
rather than ſhe ſhouid want any thing 
we could do fer her; and though we 
often fit and cry to ſee her in pain, 
and that we cannot prevent it, yet 
there is a vaſt comfort, as my mother 
ſays, in thinking that we are doing 
our duty, and keeping her ſweet and 
clean; and we feel much happier in 
that thought that when we hved in 
great plenty at my uncle's : beſides, 
ſhe isſo well reſpected that the Gentry 
often vilit hers,” 
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Mr. Steady and Maſter Nevill were 
both delighted with the little gitl.- 


The, aſked if her grandmather was 


not alta d to die? The child looked 


_ aſtoniſhed Afraid, Sir! (ſaid ſhe) 


why ſhould ſuch 7 good woman be | 
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afraid to die? She is ſo patient, and 
always did her duty ſo well, that ſhe 
may. be glad to go and receive her 
reward, But I muft not ſtay any 
longer, for my mother will want the 


eggs.“ She then. made her curtſey, 


and tripped away. | 


„Nou now find, my dear Maſter 
W antthought, ſaid Mr. Steady, hap- 
pineſs is not corrfined to ſplendor and 
greatneſs. This little girl has higher 
enjoy ments in her prefent ſituation, | 
in the diſcharge of ſuch an effentiall 
duty, than ſhe had while ſhe poſſeſſed 


a greater pienty of thoſe things the 


world thinks deſirable. Believe me, 
it is not the part we act on the ſtage} 
of liſe, but the manner in which we 
fupport the character allotted to us, 
which conſtitutes cur merit, and ſe- 
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and cures our happineſs. The buſtle we 
it ſhe make in the purſuit of the good things 
e her of this life, would almoſt lead us to 
any imagine that people expected to ſive 
t the for ever. Remember, my dear pupil, 
tley,} = once longed for a canary bird; 
ut you ſoon grew weary of attending 
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it, and was even diſguſted with its 
- harmoniovs werblings. 

So it is inthe common occurrences 
of life, We ſicken for what others 


— 
, 


poſſeſs, and often envy thoſe who 


ſtand moſt in need of our pity, 
= Sumptuous living impairs our health, 
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rendets our lives full of complaints, 
and much ſhortens our courſe here. 
Fine cloaths and brilliant aſſemblies 
may attrat the eye of the vulgar and 
unthinking; but learning, virtue, 
and: wiſdam, are the only ſure marks 
by which the amiable youth is dif- 
ting»iſhed from the indolent and 
flothful. I will conclude with ob- 
ſerving to you, in the words of an ex- 
cellent Poet : 


*© How mortals err! 
Would you true happineſs prefer? _ 
*Tis to no rank of life conſin'd, 

But dwells in ev'ry virtuous mind: 
Be duty then your fole purſuit, * | 
Plant virtue, and conteat's 3 fruit.“ 
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ciple of morality, of doing to others 
what one wiſhes they ſhould do to 


us. There are indeed ſome moral 
duties of a much higher nature, but 


none of a more amiable. 
The benevolent and feeling heart 
performs. this duty with pleaſure, 
and in a manner that endears it at the 
ſame time; but the great, therich, and 
the powerful, beſtow their better fa- 
vours upon their inſeriors, in the 
manner they beſtow their ſcraps 
upon their p ory fo as. neither to 
oblige men nor degs. It is no 
wonder if favours, benefits, and even 
charities thus b: ſtowed ungraciouſly, | 
ſhould be as coldly and faintly ac- 
knowledged Gratitude is a burden 


upon our ita perfect nature; and we 


are but 10⁰ willing to caſe ourſelves. 
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of it, or at leaſt to lighten it as much 
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s we can. 
The manner, therefore, of con- 
er:ing favour- or benefits, is, as to 
plealing, almoſt as W as the 
matter itſelf,. Take chen, ne- 
er to throw awa* th othgations, | 
hich perhaps yo: miy have it in 
our power to coe upon others, 
dy an air of inſolent protetion, or 
dy a cold and comfortleſs Fries” «1 
hich ſtifles them in their buth, 
umanity inclines, religion requires, 
and our moral duties oblige us. as 
Ir as we ate able, to relieve the 
ſtreſſes and miſeries of out fellow 
rt atures: but this is not all; for a 
rue heart felt benevolence and ten- 
derneſs will prompt us to contri- 
bute what we can to their eaſe, their 


The PET. 
Au aA'sfole comfort, all her joy, 
Was center'd in one darling boy; 
he doated on her petted Willy, 
et never Cub more pert or filly; ' 
e ne'et was ſuffe;'d to be chid, 
nd all was right that Willy did: 
The little bird egge, plac'd in rows 
ligh-ſtrung, his many thefts diſeloſe; 
n drowning kittens, tort'ring flies, 
_ Deftroying neſts, with crueltics 
Pf a like wanton barb'rous ſort, 
Were maſter Willy's fav'rite ſport. 
o humour um, mamma intent, 
rave to each vim encouragement; 
hate'er he aſk'd was got to pleaſe 
him, 2 him. 
Phe could not bear to fret and teaze 
One day young Willy truant play'd, 
An adept Willy in that trade) 
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At noon no darling came to bleſs  «,, 
Mamma, and claim the fond careſs i Sh 
a Alarm'd, ſhe ſent the village round 
1 No maſter Willy to be found-— At 
At length impatient, out ſhe went, TI 
To chide and lecture fully bent; « E 
She ſought, and ſought, but all in vain} . 
A thouſand fears diftract her brain, . 
- When lo! a diſtant crowd eſpying, T 
As anxious ſhe was thither hying, I a, 
A neighbour met her with a look T 
That ſtrongly ſome diſaſter ſpoke: F 14, 
He told her that her ſon was drown'd Fo 
His body in the river found; Y, 
That old Cathartic paſſing by Hi 
Had mark'd it with a careful eye, 
And, after much obſervance, faid 
„The boy was politively dead“ 
Mamma turn'd pale,ſhe ran. the fle 
She found her neighbour's tidings tru: 
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She beat her boſom, tore her hair, 
She rail'd at heaven, and ſcream'd 
deſpair, 


At length a friend, tho” much oppreſt, 


The wailing mother thus addreſt: 
Had you, when Reaſon's dawn began, 
To goodnefs form'd the future man, 
The weeds of vice pluck'd by the root, 
The moment when obſerv'd to ſhoot, 
And by example mark'd the road 

T hat leads to Virtue's bright abode, 
He then had prov'dadift'rent creature, 
For cuſtom gives a ſecond nature, 


You are his murd'rer :---"Tis to you + 
7 


His crimes and death are chiefly due. 
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